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will see there ?    In the evening I got her answer : it
was written with an aft and indifference astonishing
from so young a lady.    " I have not yet found out
that I was to blame.    If you have been uneasy on my
account, I am indeed sorry for it; I should be sorry to
give any person uneasiness, far more one whose cousin
and friend I shall always be."    She refused sending me
the lock,  "because (in the eyes of the world) it is
improper ;" and she says very cool things upon that
head.    What think you of such a return to a letter
full of warmth and admiration ?    In short, Temple,
she is cunning, and sees my weakness.    But I now see
her, and though I cannot but suffer severely, I from
this moment resolve to think no more of her.    I send
you the copy of a note which goes to her to-morrow
morning.    Wish me joy, my good friend, of having
discovered the snake before it was too late.    I should
have been ruined had I made such a woman my wife.
Luckily for me, a neighbour who came to Auchinleck
last night told me that he had heard three people at
Ayr agree in abusing her as a jilt-    What a risk have I
run!    However, as there is still a possibility that all
this may be mistake and malice, I shall behave to her
in a very respectful manner, and shall never say a word
against her but to you.    After this, I shall be upon my
guard against ever indulging the least fondness for a
Scots lass; I am a soul of a more southern frame.     I
may perhaps be fortunate enough to find an English-
woman who will be sensible of my merit, and will study
to please my singular humour.    By what you write of
Mrs. Temple, I wish I had such a wife, though indeed
your temper is so much better than mine that perhaps
she and I would have quarrelled before this time, had
we been married when you were.   Love is a perfect
fever of the mind.   I question if any man has been